ST ANNE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH – SMALL BUT MIGHTY
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St. Anne’s
Episcopal Church

MARCH
2021
Newsletter
Parish of St. Anne’s,
“Lest we should miss
the stars”. This is the
concluding line of the
poem “Lent,” that
you can find
elsewhere in this
Newsletter. It
describes us and this
church season we are
just entering. Don’t
miss out! Keep your
eyes open. Lots is
happening, right
before us, if we can
see it.

Seek Christ’s stellar
light, in each other,
in yourselves, in
Billerica, in our
Diocese, in our
country, and our
world. Don’t miss
the stars!
Faithfully,
Mother Jennifer

Contact information
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church
PO Box 134, 14 Treble Cove Rd.
No. Billerica, MA 01862
Office Ph: 978-663-4073
Thrift Shop Ph: 978-667-6268
Email: stannesbillerica@gmail.com
Website: stannes-billerica.org

Vestry:
Ed Giroux – Warden
Michael Hopkins – Warden
Sue Geen – Treasurer
Marguerite Massey, – Clerk
Brenda Komarinski – 2022
Bob Peck - 2022
Rosemary Kinser – 2022
Jose Torres – 2022
Russell Brent - 2022
Linda Kusnierz – 2023
Dorothy Callihan – 2023
Janet Lyna - 2023
Marie Figenbaun - 2024
Worship:
9:30 am Sunday
YouTube, Facebook and BATV
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Mother Jennifer’s office hours are generally.
Tuesdays

11-4 or later

Wednesdays

possibly 11-4

Thursdays 2-5 or later PLEASE call or email her with any kind of pastoral concern.
If any pastoral concern arises, please do not hesitate for a second to contact your Priest.

From the Wardens
Now that the holidays are over, we at St. Anne’s can get back to some sort of normal, whatever
normal means. Oh, but wait, just as we are winding down from the Christmas season and our
annual meeting, Lent is upon us which means Easter is just around the corner or two. Of
course, it’s not likely that we’ll be able to worship in person, so it’s up to Mother Jennifer and
the stream team to come up with some creative ways to bring St. Anne’s to you throughout the
season. By the time you read this, Ash Wednesday has passed. So stay tuned for details about
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter services.
But even before the Lent and Easter season get into full swing, we are preparing for a Bishop’s
visit. That’s right, Bishop Gayle will visit St. Anne’s on Sunday, March 7th to worship online
with us. Bishop Gayle will also join us for coffee hour following the service that day. I think our
annual meeting topped out at about 25-30 people in attendance. It’s be great if we had that
many or more zooming in to speak with Bishop Gayle. Please join us and bring your questions,
hopes and dreams.
We’ve had some good news and some not so good news on the maintenance front. The water
heater that supplies hot water to the sacristy has been replace. We had a minor problem with
the furnace that heats the Nicholls room that was also repaired. And finally, we had an
electrician in to mount our cameras used for streaming and recording services. He met with
Mark and I and seemed to have a good understanding of what we needed. Unfortunately, due
to some personal issues, he won’t have time to help us out in the near future. So, I’m in search
for another electrician. Wish me luck.
I’m hopeful that most of you have been able to get vaccinated and have taken your spot in line.
Please everyone, stay well and healthy.
Until next time,
The Wardens
Ed Giroux
Mike Hopkins
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THE BISHOP IS COMING – March 7th

Our Suffragan Bishop is coming on March 7

.

Catch her preach at our 9:30 service.
Come to Coffee Hour to welcome her and speak with her.
Zoom’s Coffee Hour link at 11:00am.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459398371?pwd=UHZyVmNSK3cxR1hQT25ZcmdUUVExdz09

Meeting ID: 884 5939 8371

SUNDAY SCHOOL TIME

Passcode: 734459

by Brenda Komarinski

The February Take-Home Sunday packets went out February 14. If you would like one, please
email me at bkomarinski@gmail.com and I will get it to you. We met King Solomon. The next
person from the Bible that we will meet is Daniel.
We’ve met Abraham who trusted God, then Moses who brought us the rules from God. Joshua
and Rahab kept promises, then Ruth and Naomi were all about family. David had us looking in
our hearts, and Solomon showed us wisdom. What will we learn about Daniel?
The packets will be ready March 14.
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd lessons shared at our prayer table can be seen on St.
Anne’s YouTube page and on our website.
http://stannes-billerica.org/sunday-school-videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh0faV8iieCG7h42EBrDE0Q
Please give them a watch.
If you have any questions, please let me know.

4

Cursillo Update:____________________________________by Rosemary Kinser
The February Ultreya took place on February 20th, via Zoom. The Theme was “God’s Love for
us”. Many of St. Anne’s family attended and we enjoyed prayer, songs, scripture and sharing
questions. It was so nice to see so many familiar faces. We will be having another Ultreya on
March 20th hosted by Karen & Lee Conley. Everyone is Welcome!

On March 13th, the Secretariat is hosting a “Day of Reflection”. The theme is “Hope”. The day
will consist of scripture, music, sharing and quiet time for reflection. We need to remember that
“Hope” is our dominant emotion as we continue to cope with the pandemic. Please join us for
an incredibly special “Day of Reflection”. Be on the lookout for an email telling you about the
Zoom Connect.
Peace be with you, Rosemary

Safe Church
We are asking that the members of the vestry and the wardens, treasure, and clerk
get their Safe Church training done by March 26.
Mark Komarinski is the one to contact for your username and password
(mkomarinski@gmail.com).
There are 6 training modules to do that take 30-45 minutes each.
The website link is: www.safeguardingonline.org

Announcements

Coffee Hour (virtually)Sundays at 11am.
Come join your friends! Come SEE them!
Come chat about anything you want
Bring your favorite beverage with you.
Come before or after you have watched our service.
To join the Zoom Meeting please use the link listed in the weekly bulletin.
Please let us know if you need assistance.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459398371?pwd=UHZyVmNSK3cxR1hQT25ZcmdUUVExdz09

Meeting ID: 884 5939 8371

Passcode: 734459

Weekly announcements will continue to be listed in the bulletin.
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Lent Madness
Lent Madness is a Lenten devotion that introduces us to the saints that have gone before. It
began February 18 with a match-up that saw Camillus de Lellis squaring off against
Matthias. Don’t know who they are? Well, the Lent Madness celebrity bloggers will fill you in.
For more about it, check out their website: https://www.lentmadness.org/
The first Monday Madness video can be seen here: https://youtu.be/QaGmJFnP4k8
It is not too late to fill out your bracket! You can get one
here: https://www.lentmadness.org/bracket/
New this year! You can play along with worldwide friends! https://www.playlentmadness.com/
You can follow along at the website, on the FaceBook page, or even signing up to get emails
delivered right to you!
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A few words from the Re-Gathering Team
Re-gathering Team: Linda Kusnierz, Ken Kinser,

Marguerite Massey,

Kathy Brewster

As we approach a year wrestling with the Covid pandemic it does not seem possible, a year
and yet it has been an awfully long year. We mourn the 500k deaths and pray for those lost
and their families and friends and for those recovering from Covid. As of Feb 16, reporting
Billerica has been in the LOWER yellow status for three weeks, good news indeed!
At a recent clergy meeting, Mother Jennifer heard Bp Harris respond informally to a question
about in-person worship. She described a recent national meeting where Bishops were again
cautioned about moving too quickly. Bp Harris said that we will hear from all three bishops in
our Commonwealth as soon as they can move ahead. In the meantime, let’s all get our
vaccinations as we can. If you need transportation or assistance making an appointment,
please let me (Linda Kusnierz) know.
We will continue to monitor Billerica’s status and any recommendations from the Diocese in our
deliberations.
We have much to be hopeful about with vaccine distribution ramping up and cases and
hospitalizations going down. And so, it continues to protect ourselves and others, wear your
mask (double mask in winter), practice frequent handwashing and social distance.

Community Outreach

If you have a special event you would like mentioned
please send the information to SandraForStAnnes@yahoo.com
Deadline is the 25th of each month
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BRAG ALERT – DID YOU KNOW?
The church’s annual Parochial Report asked for the number of volunteers and number of those
served by our outreach ministries.
"The Thrift Shop had 22 volunteers (both parishioners and non). We actually had 5 new
volunteers ( 3 from church.) The [annual total] number of customers is almost impossible to
determine since we don't count our customers and many of them are repeat
customers. Before COVID we had over 60 customers a day and now we have between 25 to
over 40 a day. My [annual] count came up to almost 4,000 but, since some patrons come once
and sometimes twice a day, let's cut the number down to 2,800. "
As Sandra says "St. Anne's is a mighty force in the community of Billerica.”

EFM (Education for Ministry) by Marguerite
I am currently enrolled in the Education for Ministry (EFM) program. We will be reading the book
Hospitable Planet and having a discussion via ZOOM. If anyone is interested in attending to discuss
this book and learn what the Education for Ministry program is all about.
Feel free to pass along the invitation below to who might like to join the discussion!
Our EfM group will have a Zoom discussion of Hospitable Planet: Faith,
Action, and Climate Change by Stephen A. Jurovics on 4-20-2021 from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. In tandem with his thoughtful consideration of what the Bible
tells us about humankind’s responsibility for the environment, Jurovics
explains the urgent crisis we face and lays out pragmatic steps on a path
forward.
Stephen Jurovics is an engineer by training --not a theologian. Whether he
is employing concrete data to underscore the urgency of our situation or
stating ethical corollaries derived from biblical injunctions, his approach is
refreshingly direct.
If you are interested in taking part in this book discussion please contact
one of our group’s mentors for more information:
Rosemarie Buxton rosebuxton@yahoo.com or 978-683-7055
Steve Taylor sdtaylor.home@hotmail.com or 978-623-3385
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Jennifer’s Journal
Immigration ministry
With the Diocesan Ministry of Immigration Partnership, I met with a staffer for immigration from
Senator Markey’s office. Being completely new to legislative advocacy, I am most impressed with how
smooth and satisfying it is to share one’s faith-inspired beliefs with politicians.
The next day, I co-hosted a Diocesan information and education event to learn about the latest
activity on Capitol Hill and from an asylee and a TPS holder. The next event will be on March 27, a
festival celebrating the Jewish and Christian roots of journeying toward freedom.

Billerica Interfaith Association
We are disappointed to be unable to celebrate Spring Luncheons together this year. But some hope to
plan a multi-faith gathering later in the spring, perhaps over Zoom.

The Annual Spring Clergy Conference
Was condensed into three hours over Zoom this month. We were inspired to healthier care for
ourselves as we care for others. This is a lesson I am always in need of learning!

Other clergy meetings
Deanery clergy, Covid clergy (the fond name given to those 35 of us who began our ministries just
before or during this time of pandemic), and all clergy have been fed this month by Bp Harris’s meeting
with us. I see Canon Martha at these meetings, too.

Time away
The wardens offered me to take some days off, and so I will take them up on that kind suggestion. I
will be gone March 9-13. Jonathan+ will be available to you all during those days, if an emergency
should arise. Thank you very much for this much-needed rest.

Safe Church
I am thrilled that our Vestry members are leading us back into responsible updating of our parish
family’s awareness of safety for all of us.

Parochial Report
This annual report provides the statistics of Episcopalians that give us national numbers and
trends. It is how we learned that half the number of congregations in MA are now less than full-time.
That follows the national trend.
However, compiling this report takes a lot of time and detailed care. I have asked for lots of help
this year, have been given it, and am thrilled that so many more people will be involved in this process
now. The 2020 report asked many new questions, particularly about the effects of the pandemic on
our worship and financial life. It also asked about our response to racial awareness this year. Your
Vestry discussed the answer for their question with deep care, thoughtfulness, and hope.
Aids coming for our accounting system and data management.
Hooray! In the last few years, St. Anne’s has grown to needing a centralized place for balance sheets
and parishioner information. We now have many notices to communicate, but not necessarily to
everyone all the time. When the information is entered and kept up to date, we will be able to better
target our mailings. Much more will benefit us, too. Keep watch for more!
Gratitude to all
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You made our Annual Meeting a celebration of all that St. Anne’s has accomplished in the past year.
You gave extraordinary ministry in the midst of extraordinary times. I am impressed!

Lent at Home: a Psalm verse, activity, and meditation
At the time of this writing, we still have not yet met, but I am hoping that we will enjoy this short,
Lenten moment together.
Song, Confessions from around the world, and more Songs from Taizé will follow the group
discussion on Wednesday evenings. Tune in at 7pm to Zoom (the Coffee Hour link) followed by
FaceBook live (around 7:30pm).

Virtual gatherings by Mark Komarinski
It's been a hectic month. We got ourselves geared up for lent and there's a lot of work to be
done. Mother Jennifer is certainly keeping the creative juices flowing as we try to keep up with
all the new and exciting ideas she has. Ash Wednesday had video from the Baldwin
family. Thank you!
For those of you that got notification that the February 21 live stream on YouTube was starting,
then you didn't see a video, well...funny story. We started like we normally do, and then there
was a hiccup which caused us to stop. Normally I'd just say to myself "press on! we're live!"
but then I realized that I didn't press the button to enable sound from the microphone so there
wasn't any audio anyway. Two messups means we get a mulligan and start over.
For those of you that follow Facebook I posted a photo of a new device normally used by social
media people to control their livestreams. The cost was pretty low for what it does so we have
one now too. With the press of a button, we can do things like "turn off the camera, start
recording, start broadcasting, fade camera and title in, wait a few seconds, fade title out" which
is normally a number of buttons that I have to hit in the right sequence and timing to make it all
look right.
Our new microphone that's out in the pews to pick up Brenda, Mike, Sandra, and me
responding to prayers and picking up the organ seems to be working really well. In some
cases, too well as it's also picking up anyone up on the altar, so when there's a voice and
response I'm frantically mashing buttons to turn that microphone on and off. Fortunately, I've
built up my fingers with 40 years of typing and playing games so Mom, if you ever read this,
thanks for letting me play with that Apple II+ back in the day. It paid off. I mean, that and the
resulting career in computers. Anyway...
We're still searching for an electrician that can help us. Ed and I met with one but he had a
family issue that meant he had to back out. There are cables everywhere and I'm really afraid
someone is going to trip over them some day (hint: it will probably be me).
-Mark and the rest of the virtual worship team
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Note on Music… by Peter Morelli
I hope and pray for peace and continued safety during this season
of Lent. There’s much to be thankful for, and to reflect on.
Also, we’re working hard to continue providing the online
services. This is a busy time…over the next weeks there will be
three Sundays where we’ll be recording two St. Anne’s online
services (for two different dates). On a few Sundays, two preludes
and two postludes will need to be prepared for recording…you’ll be sure to find me practicing!
The prelude for Easter is in performance condition at this point, and I’ll spend the next weeks
polishing it.
I’m continually inspired and amazed by the work of all involved with the online services!
Wishing you all the very best,
Peter Morelli

St. Anne’s Prayer List:
Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of the sheep, you gather the lambs in
your arms and carry them in your bosom: We commend to your loving
care this child (Name). Relieve their pain, guard them from all danger,
restore to them your gifts of gladness and strength, and raise them up to a
life of service to you. Hear us, we pray, for _____. Amen.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others:
Donald Sutton, Sr., Elaine McLaughlin, Greg D., Elaine Howland, Dianne Brown, John Phillips,
Norm & MJ Zarella, Janet Lyna, Barbara Rogers, Pat McCleave & family, Cyndi,
Patricia Mobley, Susan Fader, Fred Brown, Debbie King, Cathie and Greg Harper,
Irene and Kenneth Mouradian, Linda E., Mary Hyatt, Jose Torres Sr., Sarah Komarinski,
For those in nursing homes or with ongoing illnesses:
Marie Horgan, Joshua Young, Kathy Jeffrey, Christine Lander
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Birthday & Anniversary Prayers
O God our times are in your hand; Look with favor we pray, on your servant _____, as he/she begins
another year. Grant that he/she may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his/her trust in your
goodness all the days of his/her life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

If you or a loved one are celebrating a birthday and want in the following newsletter please let me know
SandraForStAnnes@yahoo.com. We had to start somewhere, please let me know name and dates

Check out our newest addition.
Mother Jennifer is so pleased to introduce Welcome Jayleigh Lewis as
our new Parish Administrator. She currently works part-time as the
children’s minister in a Methodist Church in Melrose. You may see
her on Thursday afternoons, especially after the weather smooths out
her commute from Brookline.
Please introduce yourself to her whenever you can. According to
Mother Jennifer, she has already been a great help and she look
forward to the day when the pandemic is behind us and we can all
meet in person.

Eternal God,
in the stark taking down of Lent, give us insight
to discern your will for us,
to strip away what harms us, and to seek the stellar light
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
(From Trinity College, Cambridge, UK. 2013 A Service of Music and Readings for Lent)
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PLAN AHEAD!
Lenten, Holy Week and Easter Services, all on-line (not all are completely planned yet)
Keep an eye on our Sunday bulletin Announcements for updates about our adding a Stations
of the Cross service.
3.28.21 9:30am

Palm Sunday with reading of the Passion Gospel according to Mark, in
this Year B.

4.1.21 7pm

Maundy Thursday, without Holy Eucharist, with stripping of the Altar

4.2.21 7pm

Good Friday Prayerbook service with reading of the Passion Gospel
according. to John

4.3.21

Easter Vigil at the Cathedral

4.4.21 9:30am

Easter service, with spiritual communion, just like the Christmas Eve
service

4.11.21

Sermon by a Bishop

Lent

By Jean M. Watt

Lent is a tree without blossom, without leaf,
Barer than a blackthorn in its winter sleep,
All unadorned. Unlike Christmas which decrees
The setting-up, the dressing-up of trees,
Lent is a taking down, a stripping bare,
A starkness after all has been withdrawn
Of surplus and superfluous,
Leaving no hiding place, only an emptiness
Between black branches, a most precious space
Before the leaf, before the time of flower;
Lest we should see only the leaf, the flower,
Lest we should miss the stars.
As published in the heart’s time by Janet Morley, p. 8

Published by SPCK 2011.
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Diocesan Events
Lent and the Longing For God" Online Retreat
What do you long for most? What is most precious to you? What do you want more than anything
else?
These may sound like strange questions to ask during Lent, a season usually associated with
self-denial, not desire. But Lent calls us back to our deepest longing, our desire for closer union
with the Love that created us and that longs to be set free among us.
This morning retreat, conducted online and led by the Rev. Dr. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, will invite
participants to explore their own desires, as well as the desires of the One “to whom all hearts
are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid.” The retreat time will include
presentations and guided meditation, with options for solitary reflection or for small group
conversation.
This online retreat is co-sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts and the
Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts, and open to the people of both.
Find more details and register online here.
The Rev. Dr. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas serves as creation care advisor in the Diocese of Massachusetts, and as
missioner for creation care in the Diocese of Western Massachusetts and in the Southern New England
Conference, United Church of Christ. Her latest book (co-edited) is Rooted and Rising: Voices of Courage in
a Time of Climate Crisis. Her website: RevivingCreation.org .
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If you need help finding our Channel (YouTube) and Page (Facebook) please let us know.
We can set it up with you, so you receive alerts when new content is posted.

Who you are inside is what helps you do
everything in life.
Important things to Remember by Fred Rogers

