Dear Parent/Guardian,
The bible is a book filled with many books. It has two sections. One section is called the Old Testament and the other section
is called the New Testament. The Old Testament has the stories of God before God became incarnate. Incarnate is a fancy
word that means in human form. God became human in the person of Jesus. The New Testament has the stories of God after
God became incarnate. This story starts with Mary. Please read together pages 266-270 in the beginner’s bible.
This story takes place long after Daniel. The people who had been taken to Babylon returned home. Many years later, the
Romans had taken over. Mary is a young woman living in Israel under Roman rule.


I wonder if you have ever seen anything scary?



Did anyone help you not be afraid?



I wonder if you have ever been given a big job?



I wonder how Mary felt being chosen?



I wonder why Mary loved God so much?

God, through the angel Gabrielle, asks Mary to take on a big responsibility. Responsibility means being in charge of
something. Mary said yes because she loved God. Seeing an angel was scary but doing an important job can be scary too.


I wonder if Mary had help with this big responsibility?



I wonder if anyone helps you when you have responsibility?



I wonder if you can help someone else who has a big responsibility?

Not included in the beginner’s bible is Mary’s song. Mary visits with her cousin Elizabeth and sings a song. In her song,
Mary is humble and thankful and trusts God. Here is a link to a YouTube video of that song that you can watch together:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rj4Mx7xHZ28
A game you can play together is What comes next? Pick a simple chore, like folding laundry or sweeping the floor. Ask
your child how to start. Take turns doing the job and asking, “What comes next?” See if you can name all steps and get the
job done together!
In the packet are some worksheets and a coloring pages, as well as a fact sheet about helping others.
Next month we will learn about Peter.
There are on-line lessons at http://stannes-billerica.org/sunday-school-videos/. These are lessons from the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd and not about the people of the bible that we are meeting in our take-home series.
-Brenda Komarinski

