
   

 

Dear Members of St. Anne’s, 

 Joy has been my sense of our community life this September.  It may seem an unexpected word to 
use when describing us, but it is my word for the pleasurable confidence I see in all the work being 
accomplished by you for our parish.  In every direction, you have led the actions of our parish showing we 
have a future. 

 As we begin my third year of being your Priest-in-Charge, we have made significant progress in 
understanding what the decision has meant to hire a priest at half-time.  With the parish’s amount of needs 
of attention, tasks, and energy not diminishing in the slightest, sharing that second half of the previous 
priests’ responsibilities has been a challenge for us all.  And we are doing it!  This path of learning is not 
smooth or straight, but doing it is much more important than being perfect.  Thank God we trust in grace! 

 May you celebrate with me the joy of being St. Anne’s. 

 Come to one of our church services on October 2nd.  Or both!  Beware! 

 

With pleasure in being church together, 
 

Mthr Jennifer 

ST ANNE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH – SMALL BUT MIGHTY 

St. Anne’s 
Episcopal Church 

OctOber 
2022 

Newsletter 
 

Worship: 
9:00 am Sunday in person 

First Sunday of each month: 8:00 am and 10:00 am in person 
(8:00 am service is not filmed) 

 

Weekly worship on our YouTube Channel:  
 “St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, N. Billerica MA” 
 (Subscribe and see videos of our services!)   
 

Our services are replayed on BATV 
 
Check out our Facebook page:  
 www.facebook.com/StAnnesBillerica 
  (“Like” to see videos of our services as well as other news and 

information!) 
 
Check our website (stannes-billerica.org) for a link to the services. 

Contact information: 

St. Anne’s Episcopal Church 
PO Box 134, 14 Treble Cove Rd. 
No. Billerica, MA 01862 
 
Office Ph: 978-663-4073 
Thrift Shop Ph: 978-667-6268 
 
Email: stannesbillerica@gmail.com 
rector@stannes-billerica.org 
 
Website:  
stannes-billerica.org 
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Vestry: 
Rosemary Kinser Warden 
Michael Hopkins Warden 
Linda Kusnierz Treasurer 
Marguerite Massey Clerk 
Pat Cregg 2023 
Dotty Callihan 2023 
Maria Martin 2024 
Marie Figenbaum 2024 
Lisa Carpine 2025 
Todd Baldwin 2025 

Mother Jennifer’s  
Of ce Hours: 

Church Of ce Hours: 
Thursdays 2-5 pm 
 
Thrift Shop Hours: 
Wednesdays,  
Thursdays, Fridays  10 am-2 pm 
 
12-Step Meetings: 
Wednesdays (AA) 7:30 pm 
Thursdays (NA) 7 pm 

Tuesdays 11-5 pm 
Thursdays 2-5 pm 

Mother Jennifer will be away 
on pilgrimage to Israel 
October 17-28. 

Newsletter deadline schedule! 

November newsletter submission deadline: October 17 

November newsletter distributed: October 26 

December newsletter submission deadline: November 14 

December newsletter distributed: November 23 

Thrift Shop Updates 
The Thrift Shop has lots of fall clothes to brighten your 
wardrobe.  We will have fall items available as well as Halloween. 
Think of us first if you, your children, or grandchildren need 
Halloween costumes. 

Social Conscience Book Group 

The Social Conscience Book Group meets on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  every month, at 
10:30 am.   

 

The next book will 
be Passionate for Justice: 
Ida B. Wells as Prophet for 
Our Time by Catherine 
Meeds and Nibs Stroupe.  

We will begin our 
discussion on Sunday, 
October 9.  

Monthly Ladies’ Breakfast 

Last month, it was announced that the monthly 
Ladies’ Breakfast would be meeting on the 
third Saturday of the month at 9 am. The 
ladies have decided that they are going to 
switch back to meeting on the fourth Saturday 
of the month. The next scheduled meeting is 
on October 22. 
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Movie Night 
We look forward to seeing you on Saturday, October 8 at 6:00pm. We will be 
watching the documentary “Our Spirits Don’t Speak English: Indian Boarding 
Schools.” This is a 53-minute film.  A discussion will follow.   

 
October 8 is a town-wide celebration and learning about Indigenous People.   

From 10am-2pm at the library, BASC is 
presenting “History Comes Alive” that will 
include Chief Eagle Rising of the Greater 
Lowell Indian Cultural Association (GLICA) 
in the downstairs activity room as well as 
exhibits in the upstairs conference room.   
 
Starting at 3pm, in the First Parish 
Church’s community room, will be 
drumming and dancing presented by 
GLICA. 
 
 
 
Looking towards November, we are 
planning on showing “Traces of the 
Trade: A Story from the Deep North.” 

As most of you know, when Mother Jennifer started with us as a half-time PIC it was at the beginning of 
the Covid pandemic, and she found herself working much more than half-time. We didn’t understand what 
a half-time rector really meant. I think we all knew that having a half-time rector would require lay 
leadership to take on more responsibility, and over time, we’ve gotten to the point where the laity at St. 
Anne’s has truly stepped up and taken on new responsibilities. We (Me, Rosemary, Mother Jennifer) want 
to thank everyone who stepped up in many ways dealing with COVID requirements, adjusting to a new, 
half-time, rector and taking on new responsibilities. That thanks applies not only to this vestry, but to 
previous vestry members and all the parishioners of St. Anne’s who have taken on new roles as 
responsibilities. 

So, Thanks to all of you -- and also to those who held leadership roles in past 
years and continue to be active in various ways today. 

Your work and participation IS greatly appreciated. 

 

—Mike Hopkins, Co-Warden 
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St.  Anne’s Christmas Event- Sunday, December 4, 2022 

Music, Food, and Fun 

This Event will be threefold 

*Concert with a variety of musical performers  

*12 days of Christmas Prizes 

*Food and other Items 

Please think about prizes.  These prizes can be anything new: theme baskets, 
gi  cards, or anything that you would want to win. If you would prefer to do 
a monetary dona on, I can do the shopping for you.  The prizes will need to 
be turned in to the church by November 20th.  We will be pu ng dona ons 
together to create 12 amazing prizes.   

Please look out for more informa on on the musicians, concert/chance 
ckets, and food. 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any ques ons at 
Lisa.carpine@outlook.com 

 

Lisa Carpine 
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Jennifer’s Journal October 2022 
Town & Diocesan Indigenous Peoples’ Day Events October 8 & 10 

 See announcements about these two important gatherings elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

 

Israel itinerary and request 

 From Palestinian Nazareth, day trips to Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Jordan River, Mount of 
Beatitudes.  Also north to Caesarea Philippi and Sepphoris.  Then south to Jerusalem by way of Samaria 
and current towns of Burquin, Nablus, and Taybeh.  From Jerusalem, we will walk to many holy sites 
familiar to all readers of the Bible.  We will pass into the West Bank in order to visit Bethlehem.  We will 
hear evening lectures about Islam, and contemporary issues in Israeli life.   We will meet with the 
Archbishop of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East.  And there will be many more sights 
visited. 

 I would love to hear your wonderings about the Holy Land.  What can Pete Jeffrey and I bring 
back to you?  (Yes!  He is also a pilgrim on this trip being led by our Bishop Gayle Harris!) 

Diocesan Convention October 28 & 29 

“By this they will know you: The Call of Love in Our Time and Place” 

Not only are these words full of meaning, but the logo design adds 
further dimensions.   

The 5 Resolutions this year address  

Establishing a Reparations Fund   

Parishes paying deacons $25 per month to give them 
access to Church Pension Fund services  

Supporting the Poor Peoples’ Campaign  

Equipping ordained leaders through establishing a 
seminarian’s practicum in a different cultural context 

Fostering right relationships with indigenous neighbors.   

The subject matter of our Resolutions, this year, is unusually focused 
on relationships with each other, as our Diocesan Mission Strategy 
calls on us to be. 

 We had two parishioners who gave me written feedback about the Resolutions and here are their 
words: “It can be noted that the financial impact of reparations always turns out to be small in comparison 
to suffering, cruelty, murder and suppression of people that has happened throughout history, and 
continues today.” 

 “Reparation is still a tough topic.  I can see how St. Anne's was created by the mill owners who used 
cotton from the South, but does St. Anne's in Lowell or North Billerica have funds to donate to this fund 
when we are only able to afford part time clergy? (Mthr Jennifer replies: This Resolution asks nothing of 
95% of our parishes, including ours.) 

 The biggest changes have to come from our hearts and our attitudes that we learned.  As someone 
said, the government and financial institutions played a large part in the social injustices that took place in 
our country over many years.  We need to continue to share, talk, and educate everyone so the next 
generation does a better job.  The words and ideals in the Bible need to be brought to the forefront of our 
actions now and for future generations.” 

 Thank you, dear parishioners, for thinking about the work our Convention of Delegates will take up 
this fall. 
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Christmas Day Services? 

 With December 25th on Sunday in 2022, the Wardens and I ask your opinions about having no 
church service that day, since we will have had two services on Christmas Eve. 

 As the same calendar problem occurs the following week on New Year’s Day, we thought we will 
have one service at 9:00am. 

 This situation last happened in 2017 (when we did have services that were usually attended) and 
will not again until 2034!  What do you think? 

 

 

Sacramental News  

 The Holy Baptism of Casey Epperson (granddaughter of Nancy & Tom Packard, daughter of Kim 
and Chris Epperson, sister of Kyla Epperson who was baptized privately in our Memorial Garden during 
Covid before her heart surgery).  The Rev’d Michele Torres, Episcopal Chaplain at Boston’s Children’s 
Hospital, and friend of Mthr Jennifer’s, celebrated the sacrament on September 16th. 

Our parish family will affirm and celebrate this baptism when Casey is able to be among us. 

From Mthr Jennifer’s homily on the Sunday following: 

Together, we can live faithful lives throughout our 
griefs and relocations, across our hopes and 
disappointments, even with our differences.  The 
mother of infant Casey who has a brain tumor, Kim 
Epperson says (and she’s given her permission), 
“Good times look slightly different now but we try to 
enjoy as many of them as we can.” 

Let the Holy One entrust you with true riches.  Amen. 

Amen! 

The Burial & Interment of John P. Howell, who died on September 
11, 2022, was held at St. Anne’s on September 17. 

 

John and Rev. Peggy’s children, Michael and Alison, were so happy 
to be back in their familiar church.  St. Anne’s is still their home. 
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Re-Gathering – October 2022 
The Re-Gathering Committee will have met at the end of September to discuss and review: 

Recent Diocese recommendations communicated at the end of August 
Current mask wearing practices 
Current food handling recommendations  
Tracking of  community COVID-19 data.  
 

 Vaccination and booster shots continue to be encouraged. The September meeting update will be 
provided in the November Newsletter. 

 

Kathy Brewster   Ken Kinser    Linda Kusnierz  Marguerite Massey 

The Good Shepherd lesson is available for take-home now. Our 
next in-person lesson is Thursday, October 20. We will have 
classes for the 3-6 year-olds from 3:30-4:30pm and then for the 7-
12 year-olds from 4:30-5:30pm. Our October theme is the 
Eucharistic Prayer. If you have questions, please let Brenda know 
(bkomarinski@gmail.com).  

The Very Rev. Amy McCreath 
and the 

Cathedral Campaign Commi ee 
cordially request the pleasure of your company at a 

reception 
inaugurating the 

 
“A House of Prayer for all People- In All Seasons” 

Capital Campaign 

Replacing failing HVAC systems and installing lifts in office buildings is not glamorous, but it is essential 
for our staff and visitors and in order to welcome new programs and non-profit organizations into the 
space. Adding the capacity for zoned, efficient air-conditioning to the sanctuary and Sproat Hall on 
increasingly long and hot summer days opens up countless possibilities for hosting diocesan, civic, and 
arts events and allowing those without other places to stay cool a life-giving welcome.  

 

To learn more about our campaign or to a end an informational reception, please visit our website:  
h ps://www.stpaulboston.org/capital-campaign-2022 
 
All are welcome! 
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St. Anne’s Columbarium 

The columbarium at St. Anne’s is a sacred final resting place where parishioners may inter the remains of 
their loved ones and is treated with the same respect as a mausoleum.  The columbarium is attached to a 
wall within the Memorial Garden.  Each niche is a single compartment within the columbarium designed to 
hold one person’s cremated remains.   

Helpful information for you to know: 

Use of the columbarium is available to communicants of St. Anne’s & their families; to former members 
who have relocated out of the diocese; and others with familial connections to the parish. 

Church members/participants can reserve niches. 
The contract form is available from the priest or the church office. 
A pre-need purchase of a niche may be made over time. 
The current fee is $700 for a permanent, single niche.  The fee includes: 

Opening & sealing at the time of interment 
A brass plaque with the person’s name, years of birth & death, will be mounted on the cover of 

the niche 
One family member will be given a key to access the Memorial Garden 
Perpetual care of the columbarium and garden area will be maintained by the Gardening Angels. 

The full policy is located on the bulletin board in the corridor of the Parish Hall. 

Billerica is a community that cares for its residents  
the same as we care for each other at St. Anne’s. 

  
The Sunshine Gals are back in action serving a warm home cooked meal that is open to the public.  We 
serve any and all who care to share a table  on the 4th Saturday of each month at The First Parish Church 
located in Billerica Center 11:30-1:00.  Cash donations are accepted but not necessary.     
  
The Billerica Community Pantry is here to support those in our community who 
are food insecure.  Due to our current economic situation the need for services is 
growing and that is what we are here for.  Please know there are no financial 
restrictions, and we encourage you to receive if you are in need.  Please call (and 
leave a message at 978.357.7560 or email BillericaPantry@gmail.com and one of 
our admin volunteers will contact you and walk you through the registration 
process.  
  
Giving back if you are able -   The Billerica Community Pantry is reaching out to 
our Faith organizations in town to hold a food drive to supply our clients with the fixings to make plentiful 
holiday meals.  We are asking all faith communities to give a little; St. Anne’s has been asked to provide 
the majority of two items – Cranberry Sauce and Stuffing Mix.  Do you feel up to the challenge of collecting 
almost 300 of each?  Please start bringing your items to church from now until the end of October to be 
given out at our November distributions.  If you don’t have time to go shopping please let me know I have 
shopping elves ready and waiting to spend your money. 
  
St. Anne’s also provides “Elves” that faithfully check the donation bins at both Market Baskets in 
town and bring the generous offerings to the Pantry 4-5 times a week.  I do hope they know how much they 
are appreciated and vital to the Pantry. 
  



 10 

 

The Billerica Holiday Festival is back!  Participation Applications are going to be sent out soon and due to 
restrictions at the Billerica Library we will only be allowed to have 27 Trees at the library this year; they will 
be assigned based on when the application is returned.   
   
Dates to Remember 
 
December 3rd – The Annual Tree Lighting  in Billerica Center and there is a possibility of caroling with the 
Billerica Inter-Faith after the trees are lit. 
December 10th – free photos with Santa hosted by the Billerica Holiday Festival at the COA.   
  
There will be more information / events coming soon. If you would like more information on anything 
mentioned above please reach out to me and I would be happy to share.  Thank you from Sandra Giroux. 

A Message from the wardens…. 

 We are so blessed to live in New England to experience the change of seasons.  Change is good, it 
provides us with opportunities for growth and success.  As we transition from another season, God Himself 
remains the same; He is forever faithful.  It helps to remember that truth because it anchors us in times of 
transition and change.   

Psalm 102:27 - But You are the same, And Your years will have no end. 

Billerica’s Yankee Doodle Celebration took place on Saturday, September 17th, and St. Anne’s table 
displayed Pamphlets, Children’s take-home crafts - (Thank you Brenda K.), Upcoming Events, and 
NEW this year were Gold Fish bags with Matthew 4:19 – Follow me and I will make you FISHERS of 
Men – (Thank You Lisa C.) Special thanks to Mother Jennifer, Ken, Ed, Sandra, Mark, Lisa, Linda, Dotty, 
David, Mike, and Rosemary for being available to all those who stopped by our booth. 

Christmas Event Planning:  The first meeting took place on September 14th.  More information will be 
coming in future newsletters as we continue our journey.  Please contact lisa.carpine@outlook.com with 
questions. 

Building and Grounds:    

Thrift Shop:  We have had some heavy rain in the last couple of weeks and the thrift shop remains dry 
J.  Additional repairs will be done now that the flooding has stopped. 

All the electrical work is now completed for both inside and outside of the church. 
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We are waiting for Mammoth Fire Alarm to replace two fire detectors -one inside the church & the other 
in the Nichols room. 

Installation of the new columbarium began Sunday, September 11th. 
A proposal for “indoor clean-up” will be coming soon. 

The Explorers Pre-School is now in session.  It is wonderful to have the children back in our building 
after their summer break! 

As always, Thank You “St. Anne’s Community” for all your support and dedication.   Mike & Rosemary 

Spring into Fall with Carolisa! 

ZUMBA & LINE DANCE Mix @ St Anne’s 
Mondays 6:15p-7:15p * October 3 – November 28 
(off 10/10 & 10/31)  Try it -$10 ~ six weeks $55 
*TUESDAY October 11* Try it * $10 
Advance sign up required @moonlightdjz@gmail.com 
Move, Groove, be Fit & Have FUN! Get funky to a fantas c mix of dance classics to current plus plenty of 80’s, 90’s; 
la n and Bollywood. Mix it up with a variety of line dances; review the “party” dances; Learn an Irish & a barn 
dance! It’s easy to catch on; adjust the level to suit you. Best are sneakers without much tread. Beginners & all 
fitness levels welcome – come with friends! Dance off calories in this FUN & friendly class! 
 

BELLYDANCE 101 * Girls Night * Moms Night * Friends Night * 

Tuesday October 18 ~6:30p-7:45p @ St Annes * $11  
Advance sign up required @moonlightdjz@gmail.com 
Gather your friends, co-workers, sister to try this beau ful and joyous dance! Energizing yet relaxing; fast & fiery to 
slow & smooth, we cover the basics including a Greek dance and the Veil dance! (Veils may be borrowed) Increase 
flexibility and work all muscles in this FUN & friendly beginners’ class. Women of all ages and fitness levels 
welcome! Wear comfortable stretchy clothing & socks or fi ed slippers that “slide”  * 4 week Mini-Session to follow  

ALSO on ZOOM Wednesdays- 6:30p * join friends from 
anywhere! 
 

* Schedule a Workshop @ St Anne’s for a special 
occasion or just for fun!  

Bellydance 101 ~Girls’ Night * Line Dance 101~ Friends’ 
Night 
*Family Fun Dance for your family gathering or holiday 
Further info on all classes & Sign up: 
moonlightdjz@gmail.com 
FB Carolisa Moonlightdjz  FB  Carolisa’s Classes 

 

 
 
 
Fall Family Fun Night .. Dancing, Fun & Games!   
with Carolisa & Peter 
Friday October 21st ~ 6:00-7:30p 
$5 per family (up to 5); scout troops get in touch! 
Registra on required by 10/17 so we can prepare. Space 
limited. 
Sign up @moonlightdjz@gmail.com 

*Get ready to Move & Groove, rock out & have FUN! *Party Dances * Fun & Games * Learn something new * Get 
crea ve & show your stuff!  Do the limbo; freeze dance; musical hoops; learn a barn dance! Includes a few dances for 
the li lest children & a party favor. Music is kid-friendly classics & pop.  *geared to ages 4-12 with parent, 
grandparent or caregiver par cipa on but all are welcome! Not a drop-off event. Bring water! 
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                                                      St. Anne’s Prayer List                                                    

Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of the sheep, you gather the lambs in your arms and carry them in your 
bosom: We commend to your loving care this child _____. Relieve their pain, guard them from all danger, 
restore to them your gifts of gladness and strength, and raise them up to a life of service to you. Hear us, 
we pray, for _____. Amen. 

Barbara Rogers, Bob MacKenzie, Casey Epperson, Chick Meech, Cyndi,  
Diane Brown, Donald Fudge, Donald Sutton, Sr., Elaine McLaughlin,  

George Squires, Sr., Helen, Janet Lyna, Jean Flight, José Soreso,  
José Torres, Sr., Joshua Young, Kathy Chang, Lee Conley, Linda E.,  

Lucy Ann Young & her daughter Paula, Marie Horgan,  
Mary Lander & her daughter Christine, Norm & MJ Zarella, Paul Hamner, 

Sally DiRocco, Sue Kennedy, Tammy, Tom, Viki Mahoney, Yvonne Hopkins 

We also keep in our prayers all who are ill with COVID-19, the families of those who have died, all who are 
affected by the war in Ukraine, all who are affected by racism and violence, and all who are grieving. 

Maureen Thibeault  9/7  Amy Desmarais  10/2 David Carpine  11/2 

Jose Torres & Doris Hamner  9/8  Lucy Ann Young (89 years!) 10/5 Maria Baldwin  11/3 

Brenda Komarinski  9/10  Yvonne Hopkins  10/6 Eli Baldwin  11/4 

Michele O'Shea  9/11  Travis Farmer 10/7 Norm & MJ Zarella 11/5 

Judy Peck  9/20  Sue Kennedy  10/8 Jennifer Stockton  11/19 

Cindy Fawcett  9/24  Julian Cole  10/19 Amy O'Sullivan  11/20 

Jonathan MacKenzie  9/27  Easton Elder 10/26 Jose Torres  11/24 

Pete Jeffrey  9/27  Olivia Mannetta 10/27 Keanna Crotty 11/25 

Nancy Packard  9/30   Aster Komarinski  11/28 

      

      

      

      

                                         Birthday and Anniversary Prayers                                            

O God, our times are in your hand; Look with favor we pray, on your servant _____, as they begin another 
year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the 
days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Book of Common Prayer pages 830 (For a Birthday) and 430-1 (Blessing of a Marriage) 
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none 
none 

none 

O
ctober 2 
10 am

 
Linda Kusnierz 
D

o
y Callihan 

Lisa Carpine 
Ed G

iroux 
M

ike H
opkins 

Ron D
esm

arais 
M

ark Kom
arinski 

O
ctober 9 

D
o

y Callihan 
Pat Cregg 

Russell Bent 
M

ark Kom
arinski 

Brenda Kom
arinski 

Sandra G
iroux 

Ed G
iroux 

O
ctober 16 

Russell Bent 
M

arguerite M
assey 

Sue G
een 

Kathy Brew
ster 

M
ike H

opkins 
Eli Baldw

in 
M

ark Kom
arinski 

O
ctober 23 

G
eorge Cousens 

Linda Kusnierz 
M

ark Kom
arinski 

D
o

y Callihan/ 
John G

een 
Brenda Kom

arinski 
Ron D

esm
arais 

Ed G
iroux 

O
ctober 30 

Ken Kinser 
D

o
y Callihan 

M
ichele O

’Shea 
Sue G

een 
M

ike H
opkins 

Sandra G
iroux 

M
ark Kom

arinski 

O
cto

b
er 2022 S

t. A
n

n
e’s M

in
isters’ S

ch
ed

u
le 


