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St. Anne’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 134, 14 Treble Cove Rd. 

N. Billerica, MA  01862 
 

The Holy Name 
 
 

Christmas Lessons & Carols 

 

January 1, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

If today is your first visit with us, welcome. We hope you will find peace and joy here. 
 
Please visit our website for our live streamed and recorded services: stannes-billerica.org 

 
. 
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This following bidding prayer comes from 1918 when this particular Anglican form of many lessons 
interspersed with hymns & carols was most memorably offered in Cambridge, England, just after the war. It 
has been offered to the public every year since, with 2020 being the only time when only a virtual service could 
be shared. Incidentally, this form of lessons with song or psalm in between is followed in the service for the 
Great Easter Vigil. Our prayers and readings come from the Episcopal Book of Occasional Services 2018.  

– a note from the Rev’d Jennifer Beal 
 
 
Prelude “A Festive Noel” Victor C. Johnson 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
Opening Hymn “Hark! the herald angels sing” Hymnal 87 (v. 1,3)  
 
1. Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
glory to the newborn King! 

3. Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Risen with healing in his wings, 
Light and life to all he brings, 
hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
glory to the newborn King! 

 (text by Charles Wesley, 1739) 
 
 
Bidding Prayer 
 
Officiant  
Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of 
the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 
pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving 
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us 
by this holy Child; and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.  
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for 
the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within 
this city.  
 
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the 
poor and the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely 
and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or 
who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly, let us remember before God 
his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a 
greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 
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and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us 
humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,              
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.                                                                                                  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant 
The Almighty God bless us with grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the 
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  
 

 
Hymn before the Lessons “Angels we have heard on high” Hymnal 96 
 
1. Angels we have heard on high, 
Singing sweetly through the night, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their brave delight. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

2. Shepherds why this jubilee?    
Why these songs of happy cheer? 
What great brightness did you see? 
What glad tidings did you hear? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

  (French carol, translated by James Chadwick, 1860) 
 
 
The Lessons 
 
Lesson 1 Psalm 8 John Geen 
 
1 O Lord our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
2 Out of the mouths of infants and children * 
your majesty is praised above the heavens. 
3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 
to quell the enemy and the avenger. 
4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? * 
the son of man that you should seek him out? 
6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 
you adorn him with glory and honor; 
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7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * 
you put all things under his feet: 
8 All sheep and oxen, * 
even the wild beasts of the field, 
9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 
10 O Lord our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
 
 
Hymn “All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!” Hymnal 450 (v. 1,2,3) 
 
 
1. All hail the power of Jesus' name! 
Let angels prostrate fall. 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
and crown him Lord of all!

2. Crown him ye martyrs of our God, 
who from his altar call: 
praise him whose way of pain 
ye trod, 
and crown him Lord of all!  
praise him whose way of pain 
ye trod,  
and crown him Lord of all! 

3. Hail him, the Heir of David’s line, 
whom David Lord did call, 
the God incarnate, Man divine, 
and crown him Lord of all! 
the God incarnate, Man divine,  
and crown him Lord of all! 
(text by Edward Perronet) 

 
 
Lesson 2 Numbers 6:22-27 Sue Geen 
 
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 
Israelites: You shall say to them, 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 
Solo by Maria Martin “Mary Did You Know” Lowry & Greene 
 
Hymn “At the Name of Jesus” Hymnal 435 (v. 1,2,3) 
 
 
1 At the name of Jesus 
ev'ry knee shall bow, 
ev'ry tongue confess him 
King of glory now; 
'tis the Father's pleasure 
we should call him Lord, 
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who from the beginning 
was the mighty Word. 
 
2 Humbled for a season 
to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners 
unto whom he came, 
faithfully he bore it 
spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious 
when from death he passed; 
 
3 Bore it up triumphant 
with its human light, 
thro' all ranks of creatures 
to the central height, 
to the throne of Godhead, 
to the Father's breast, 
filled it with the glory 
of that perfect rest. 

(text by Caroline Maria Noel) 
 
 
Lesson 3 Philippians 2:5-11 Michael Hopkins 
 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
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and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Hymn “O little town of Bethlehem” Hymnal 79 (v. 1,2,3) 
 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King 
and peace to all the earth. 

 
3 How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming, 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 

(text: Phillips Brooks) 
 
 
Lesson 4 Luke 2:15-21 Marguerite Massey 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and 
he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 
Hymn “Good Christian friends, rejoice” Hymnal 107 (v. 2,3) 
 
2. Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss; 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven's door, 
and we are blest for evermore. 

Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 
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3. Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 

 (text: 14th century Latin hymn, translated by J.M. Neale) 
 
The service may conclude with a suitable Collect. 
The Officiant says to the people  
   The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
 
The Officiant says the Collect.  
Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of our 
salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, our Lord 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
The people stand. The Officiant concludes by saying  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore.   

2 Corinthians 13:14  
 

People  Amen.  
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Final Hymn “What star is this, with beams so bright” Hymnal 124 (v. 1,4,5) 
 
1. What star is this, with beams so bright, 
more beauteous than the noonday light? 
It shines to herald forth the King, 
and Gentiles to his crib to bring. 

4. O Jesus, while the star of grace 
impels us on to seek thy face, 
let not our slothful hearts refuse 
the guidance of thy light to use. 

 
5. To God the Father, heavenly Light, 
to Christ, revealed in earthly night, 
to God the Holy Ghost we raise 
our equal and unceasing praise. 

 (text by Charles Coffin, 1736, translated from Latin by John Chandler) 
 
Postlude “Noel Etranger: Part II” Louis Claude D’Aquin 
 
 Reprinted and podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-#736619. All rights reserved 
 
You may sit quietly until the usher indicates your exit. 
 
As a way of minimizing touching shared objects, we have placed offering plates in both the front 
and rear of the church. We are very grateful for your gifts and offerings. You may leave them in the 
plates as you enter or leave our service of worship. 
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Ministers today 

Officiant       Mr. Michael Hopkins, Co-Warden 
Lectors        Mr. John Geen 
        Ms. Sue Geen 
        Mr. Michael Hopkins, Co-Warden 
        Ms. Marguerite Massey 
Director of Music and Organist     Mr. Peter Morelli  
Singer         Ms. Maria Martin  
Acolyte        Mr. Michael Hopkins, Co-Warden 
Ushers         Ms. Marguerite Massey 

Film Crew (Video)        Mr. Ron Desmarais 

Film Crew (Audio)       Mr. Ed Giroux 

 
 
 
Priest’s office hours 
Tuesday 12-4  Thursday 2-5  
 

Parish Office hours   

Tuesday 11- 5 Thursday 2-5 
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Prayers for the Holy Name 

  
January 1, 2023 

 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer Parishes of the Boston Harbor Deanery Christ Church (Old North), 

Boston; Church of the Advent, Boston; Ecclesia Ministries and common cathedral, Boston; The 
Diocesan Staff; The Massachusetts Council of Churches 

Our Presiding Bishop, Michael; Our Bishops, Alan, Gayle, and Carol; Our Priest, Jennifer 

 
St. Anne’s Prayer List  

  
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others  

Barbara Rogers & her son Kevin, Chick Meech, Christine (Ntagengwa), Cyndi, Dale, Diane 
Brown, Donald Fudge, Donald Sutton, Sr., Doris Hamner, Elaine McLaughlin, Helen, Janet Lyna, 
Jean Flight, José Soreso, José Torres, Sr., Joshua Young, Kathy Chang, Lee Conley, Linda E., Lucy 

Ann Young & her daughter Paula, Marie Horgan, Mary Lander & her daughter Christine, Norm & 
MJ Zarella, Paul Hamner, Philip Lavoie, Sue Kennedy, Tammy, Vicki Mahoney, Yvonne Hopkins 

 
We remember those who have died 

Casey Epperson 
 

 

Announcements for January 1, 2023 

 
➢ Join us for Coffee Hour today in Bixby Hall.  

 
➢ Please let Mother Jennifer know if you would like a pastoral visit: rector@stannes-

billerica.org.  
 
➢ The funeral for Frank Martell will be held on January 9 at 1pm.  

 
➢ The date for our Annual Meeting is Sunday, January 29, 2023 at 10:45am. For 

those who are writing reports for the Annual Meeting, please send them to Rich 
(stannesbillerica@gmail.com) by January 5. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Anne’s Episcopal Church 
14 Treble Cove Road    PO Box 134   N. Billerica, MA  01862  

stannesbillerica@gmail.com  978-663-4073  rector@stannes-billerica.org  
Honoring the Pawtucket and Shawsheen peoples 

Social Justice – a way to allow everyone to feel welcome and respected when they come to worship 
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